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After reading Oregon Fever! , answer the following questions.

	1. What was Junior Scholastic’s purpose in including this article in its magazine for middle school students?

A.  To inform readers about a devastating fever that killed at least 50,000 people between 1840 – 1860 in Oregon.
B.  To inform readers about how a sorrel mare named Shuttleback became trapped in quicksand.
C.  To inform readers about the great American journey west on the Oregon Trail.
D.  To inform readers about how a group of pioneers heading west camped out in their covered wagons while traveling on the Oregon Trail.
 


 
	2.  Part A - From what type of source does most of the information in this article come?

A.  Secondary sources
B.  Primary sources
C.  Atlases
D.  Medical records

      Part B – Explain why you chose the answer in Part A.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





	3.  Why did the Boston Evening Transcript write in 1843, “The Oregon fever has broken out, and is now raging like any other contagion”?

A.  The newspaper wanted let readers know that Oregon fever was a deadly, contagious disease that was killing American families.
B.  The newspaper wanted to let readers know that the fever was also killing fur trappers and adventurers.
C.  The newspaper wanted to let readers know about this fever so they would stay at home to avoid it.
D.  The newspaper wanted to let readers know about a movement west that was happening in the United States in the 1840s, and that this idea of moving west was becoming so popular that it was spreading to more and more Americans.



	4. According to Harriet Palmer’s account, what were the hardships she and her family faced on the Oregon Trail?

A.  Both her mother and her brother died on the journey.
B.  The family was attacked by Indians.
C.  Their oxen, one by one, kept dying.
D.  The trail was nearly impassable at some points, especially when melting snows made streams very high.




	5.  Why did her family’s shoes get ruined?  How did they get new shoes? Be sure to cite evidence from the article to support your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




	6.  Part A - According to this article, who was responsible for getting the word out that Oregon Country was worthy of the dangerous 2,000 mile journey to the Pacific Northwest? 

A.  Mountain men and other rugged individualists
B.  A girl and her family
C.  Native Americans
D.  A crowing rooster from Fort Walla Walla

    Part B – Which evidence from the article supports the correct answer in Part A?
A.  “In 1852, a girl and her family became a part of the great American migration west on the Oregon Trail.”
B.  “When we came to Fort Walla Walla, we saw a crowing rooster on the fence.”
C.  “Mountain and prairie paths were sometimes jammed with covered wagons headed to Oregon Country- a place described by fur trappers and adventurers as a paradise of rich soil and mild climate.
D.  “…we bartered with Indians for moccasins.”




	7.  What does the word prevalent in the following sentence in paragraph 8 of the article mean?  “Mother’s health was not very good, and she fell victim to the cholera so prevalent that year on the plains.”

A.  vacant
B.  widespread
C.  previous 
D.  rare




	8.  Using the map on the second page of the article, which of the following correctly indicates where the Great Plains are located?

A.  Closer to the beginning of the Oregon Trail than to its end.
B.  Half way between the beginning and the end of the Oregon Trail.
C.  Right next to the Mississippi River.
D.  Closer to the end of the Oregon Trail than to its beginning.




	9.  Part A - What is the most probable reason why the weary travelers cried over a rooster crowing on a fence at Fort Walla Walla?

A.  They were upset that the rooster had awakened them from their sleep on the first morning of their journey.

B.  They were mourning the deaths of their family members.

C.  They hadn’t seen a rooster since they left Independence, MO, and they were overcome with emotion knowing that their journey was almost over.

D.  Their feet were sore and they were upset that their shoes had given out.

      Part B – Explain why you chose the answer in Part A, rather than the other three choices.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





	10.  What is the central idea of the article?

A.  From the 1840s through the 1860s, the United States of America experienced a great migration westward to Oregon Country; this was a journey filled with both wonders and hardships that helped shape the American character.
 
B.  By 1843, Oregon Fever had broken out and Harriet Scott’s family caught the fever and a few of them died.

C.  The Oregon Trail was the route taken by many American pioneers from Independence, MO, to Oregon City, OR between 1840 and 1860; many of the weary travelers, like Harriet Scott cried at the end.

D.  The Oregon Trail was not the only route pioneers could take west; there were at least two others: The Mormon Trail and the California Trail.

 



