Chapter 12 – The Jacksonian Era (1824 – 1840)
Guided Reading Notes

Section 2: Jackson in the White House
Andrew Jackson

· Early Life

1. When he was 13 ________________________________________

2. After the Revolution he __________________________________

3. He became very wealthy by _______________________________

4. While still in his twenties _________________________________

5. He became a war hero after _______________________________

· Andrew Jackson was a complex person. Give evidence to support this statement.

	Good Qualities
	Bad Qualities

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


The Spoils System

· What did Jackson do after taking office as President?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· How did Jackson defend his use of the spoils system?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Explain what a Jackson supporter meant when he said “To the victor belongs the spoils.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Explain what the “Kitchen Cabinet” was.  Who was part of this group of advisers?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Bank War

· List some reasons why President Jackson and the Democrats despised the Bank of the United States.

1. _____________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________________________

5. _____________________________________________________________

· Describe how Mr. Biddle (the Bank’s President), Henry Clay, and Daniel Webster tried to save the Bank of the United States (BUS) and defeat Jackson in the Election of 1832.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What were Jackson’s two reasons for vetoing the Bank bill?

1. _____________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________

· Who won the Election of 1832?

__________________________________________________________________

· With the Bank bill vetoed and without a new charter, the BUS would have to close.  Explain how Jackson saw to it that the BUS would cease to function even before the charter ran out in 1836.  What did Jackson and Sec’y of the Treasury Roger Taney do to ensure the bank could no longer function?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What happened when the Bank finally closed in 1836?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

